Name: ____________________________________________________


Class: ___________

[image: image1.jpg]@fsnzp’s

NEWSIES




Newsies Viewing Guide
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121 minutes
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, newspaper tycoons like Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hurst greatly relied on “newsboys,” also called “newsies,” to help sell their newspapers.  This was a form of child labor that was typical during the era of the Industrial Revolution.  The movie Newsies (Disney, 1992) is about a group of newsboys struggling to make a living in 1899.  When the price they have to pay for the newspaper is raised, they create their own labor union to fight against the newspaper tycoons.  Watch Newsies and answer the following questions! Then watch “The Strike-The True Story” to learn about the true story that inspired the movie Newsies! (Each answer below is worth 4 points.)
1. As you view the movie, notice the “signs of the times,” or the signs of the Industrial Revolution era.  Find and describe examples of the following:

a. Growth of industry: _____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

b. Urbanization (growth of cities): ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

c. Immigration: ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

d. Child labor: ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

e. Labor Unions: __________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did headlines (real or made up) help newsies sell newspapers? ____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
3. Where does Jack say his parents are? _____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Jack dream of doing? _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who is Joseph Pulitzer? ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does Pulitzer decide to do to make more money? ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

How does this hurt the newsies? _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

7. What do the newsies decide to do to fight Pulitzer? __________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
8. What is a “scab?” _____________________________________________________________________
9. What crimes was Jack accused of?  _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why do Jack and David try to convince the newsies not to “soak the scabs?” ______________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

11. What really happened to Jack’s parents? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

12. What does Pulitzer offer Jack after he is arrested? ___________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

13. How do the other boys react to Jack when he accepts Pulitzer’s offer? ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

14. How do the newsies get all the other children/sweatshop kids in the city to join in on their strike? -____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

15. Which famous American does the Newsies Banner get the attention of? _________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Question (Worth 20 points)

Directions: Answer the following question in essay form (at least 4-6 complete sentences). 

How does Newsies relate to our study of the Industrial Revolution?  Make sure to use key vocabulary terms in your answer!
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________
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Newsies Viewing Guide (ANSWER KEY)
Disney, 1992

121 minutes

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, newspaper tycoons like Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hurst greatly relied on “newsboys,” also called “newsies,” to help sell their newspapers.  This was a form of child labor that was typical during the era of the Industrial Revolution.  The movie Newsies (Disney, 1992) is about a group of newsboys struggling to make a living in 1899.  When the price they have to pay for the newspaper is raised, they create their own labor union to fight against the newspaper tycoons.  Watch Newsies and answer the following questions! Then watch “The Strike-The True Story” to learn about the true story that inspired the movie Newsies! (Each answer below is worth 4 points.)
1. As you view the movie, notice the “signs of the times,” or the signs of the Industrial Revolution era.  Find and describe examples of the following: Answers may include the following:

a. Growth of industry: _printing press, skyscrapers______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

b. Urbanization (growth of cities): _skyscrapers, big businesses, crowded tenements __________

_________________________________________________________________________________

c. Immigration: _kids in different parts of town most likely from different immigrant groups (one groups appears Italian) ___________________________________________________________

d. Child labor: _newsies selling papers, “Crutchy” has to serve the man______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

e. Labor Unions: _newsboys and children join together to create a labor union________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did headlines (real or made up) help newsies sell newspapers? _interesting stories sell papers because they catch people’s attention and make them want to buy papers__________________________

3. Where does Jack say his parents are? _out West, in Santa Fe (New Mexico territory)_______________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. What does Jack dream of doing? _going West to become a cowboy_____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Who is Joseph Pulitzer? _the owner of a big newspaper (the World)_____________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does Pulitzer decide to do to make more money? _He wants to raise the price of the papers to the distributors, who are the newsies, but not the people who buy the papers from the newsies._____

How does this hurt the newsies? _They have to spend more of their own money to buy the papers to sell, but they don’t make any more money._________________________________________________
7. What do the newsies decide to do to fight Pulitzer? _unionize/go on strike_______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

8. What is a “scab?” _a strike-breaker, someone who works during a strike_________________________

9. What crimes was Jack accused of?  _stealing food, escaping from jail, and assault__________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

10. Why do Jack and David try to convince the newsies not to “soak the scabs?” _It will make the union look bad and cause trouble if the members beat up the scabs.________________________________

11. What really happened to Jack’s parents? _His mom died, and his dad is in jail._____________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

12. What does Pulitzer offer Jack after he is arrested? _a job selling papers for him, money, and no prison time________________________________________________________________________________
13. How do the other boys react to Jack when he accepts Pulitzer’s offer? _they are angry and feel betrayed____________________________________________________________________________

14. How do the newsies get all the other children/sweatshop kids in the city to join in on their strike? __they print the “Newsies Banner” and distribute it around the city_____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

15. Which famous American does the Newsies Banner get the attention of? _Teddy Roosevelt__________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Question (Worth 20 points)

Directions: Answer the following question in essay form (at least 4-6 complete sentences). 

How does Newsies relate to our study of the Industrial Revolution?  Make sure to use key vocabulary terms in your answer!

__Answers may vary, but should include relevant details from our class studies and the movie and explain their connection.____________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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