
YOU CAN COPY 
IF YOU WANT



Photos are awesome.  
But you can’t tell the story of the year without a story. 
So don’t apologize for writing. 
Just write copy. 
Any kind. 

YOU NEED COPY



Copy should be filled with great quotes and great writing. It doesn’t matter if 
it’s a traditional feature story or a sidebar or secondary feature, a quote 
collection or an infographic. 

But if you’re going to write copy, write great copy.



Feature stories written in journalistic format about a specific angle with 
quotes from students and others. 

Stories should have an original angle and be filled with great quotes 
and great writing that grabs the reader and keeps him interested until 
the end. Reserve this type of copy for stories that would be told best in a 
longer feature format. 

1. Traditional  Feature Story









BE 
SECONDARY 
NOT SECOND



BONUS 
EXTRA 
MORE

are better ways to describe this coverage.

*also known as sidebars/modules.



If a PRIMARY PACKAGE is your main coverage package,

a SECONDARY PACKAGE

BONUS 
EXTRA 
MORE    information.

that gives the reader
is a related photo/copy package



interesting information that is accessible and relevant to topic

a SECONDARY PACKAGE  
                              needs



the package purpose/info to be clear to the reader 

a SECONDARY PACKAGE  
                              needs



A  clever, interesting, relevant headline

a SECONDARY PACKAGE  
                              needs



a SECONDARY PACKAGE  
                              needs

graphic elements that serve the purpose of attracting the reader





Copy written in journalistic style about specific topics with quotes 
from students and others but not as a feature story — written in 
separate “pieces” or “blurbs”—or simply short stories 

2. Blurbs











Question and answer piece from a student(s) or teacher(s) 
about a specific topic or topics (must have good questions and 
great answers) 

3. Q&A













38 39"This year I joined winter guard, got a job, and focused on school."
page by Claire Gornall 

jordan hall, 12
Student Life

Rituals

good luck kisses
“Before every 
performance we 
lock pinkies and 
kiss our hands for 
good luck,” Sulia 
Drewery, 10, said. 
Drewery only had 
a few friends when 
she came here last 
year after being 
home schooled for 
two years. After 
joining color guard, 
she gained many 
more. 

mint time
Drum major for the 
second year in a 
row Delaney Toone, 
12, lead the band for 
every performance, 
always making sure 
she stayed in time. 
“Shane [Boettiger, 10]’s 
dad brings us Wint-
o-Green mints, that’s 
how we know it’s 
time,” Toone said.

Eat pray train
Erin McTighe, 11, 
helped take care 
of the athletes 
at practices and 
sporting events 
for the first three 
of her high school 
career. “Before the 
game, we all go out 
to eat and pray. Also 
when they sing the 
national anthem at 
games we all stand 
together,” McTighe 
said.

cheerful chants
Shelby Stewart, 11, 
has played on the 
varsity volleyball 
team since her 
sophomore year, 
when she became 
captain of the team. 
Stewart kept that 
title for her junior 
year. “Right before 
we play, we do an 
“Are you ready?” 
cheer,” Stewart said. 
“It helps us gain 
confidence and 
get excited for the 
game.”

one for the team
Makayla Jones, 11, 
competed in 100 fly 
and 200-yard events. 
“Before a swim meet, 
we usually do a team 
chant,” Jones said. 
The team repeats 
the same chant 
before meets even 
though they would 
like to come up with 
a new one.

pre game prayer
Kala Jones, 11, 
played on the 
varsity girls’ 
basketball team. “We 
always say a prayer 
and have a pep talk 
with the team before 
the game,” Jones 
said.  

well dressed fan
Noah Bourland, 
12, wore his Texas 
A&M shorts to every 
match he played 
on the varsity boys’ 
tennis team. “It’s 
good luck,” Bourland 
said. “It’s my favorite 
school, and I’m an 
Aggie.”

we do here

the

nap time 
Brock Mudie, 12, 
was one of the 
19 players on the 
varsity baseball 
team. Mudie always 
took a nap on the 
bus before away 
games. “Taking a 
quick nap allows me 
to completely relax, 
and when I wake 
up when I get to the 
field, I’m calm and 
ready to go,” Mudie 
said. 

The whole crowd watched as the Legacy 
cheerleaders performed their routine at the 
varsity football game. Trembling with fear, only 
one thing helped the cheerleaders overcome 
their stage fright.

Little red tags that go on the varsity 
cheerleaders’ shoes read F.A.M.I.L.Y. These tags 
represented how much the cheerleaders want 
to forget about their own selfish needs. Bailey 
North, a varsity cheerleader, explained what the 
red tag represented.

“The acronym stands for “Forget About Me I 
Love You,” North said. “It helps knowing that 
you are not just working for yourself, you are 
working to get better as a team.”

Although some cheerleaders connect to items 
and music, senior Kaylin Beasley says the team 
always prays before a game or performance. 

“It helps us get motivated and use God’s stength 
to come together to do our best.”

cheerleaders 
tie ribbons to 
band together 
as a team
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Numbered or unnumbered listing of any variety of topics. 

4. List

















Narrative or quotes  about a specific event tied together by time or 
date rather than journalistic structure 

5. Time Line















Weekly Timeline



A collection of quotes about a specific topic.  
They need to be STELLAR. 

6. Quotes









Providing information through graphics and text. 

7. Infographics











A way to tell the story of the year without a true “feature story.” 
Provides information about the picture as well as the page topic/event. 

7. Extended Captions



12 13“I worked hard to come back after my injury and tried out for First Lieutenant of the drill team.”
page by Haylii Baylis

STEVIE BURNS, 12

Student Life

last-minute last performance
Seniors Taylor Gonzalez and Haley Parish along with freshmen Cailey Hiller 
and Elizabeth Ballard fly at the homecoming pep rally. The cheer squad 
spent weeks preparing for their dance. 

“It was a bitter-sweet experience,” Gonzalez said, “Of course performing 
at my last homecoming pep rally was upsetting, but I’m thankful for the 
people I got to spend it with. It’s one I’ll always remember.”

The cheerleaders set their formations and stunts in advance only to have 
to rearrange stunt groups when one of the cheerleaders moved away.

“It was our most put-together last-minute routine. It was a new stunt 
group for me, so I had to get use to the people I was working with,” 
Gonzalez said. 

Along with performing their own routine, the cheerleaders completed a skit 
to introduce the mascot, Bucky.

get hype
Before the start of his last homecoming game, Byron Edwards, 12, runs out of the 
Bronco-head tunnel. Homecoming was the second game of the season against the 
Crowley Eagles on Sept. 5. 

“It was my first time actually playing in the game so I got to experience the atmosphere 
on the field,” Edwards said. 

The Eagles defeated the Broncos, 37-40. 

“It just means more to win that game although we fell short,” Edwards said.

The football gets hyped with chants under the tunnel before every game. This tradition 
started years ago.

servant leaders
Busy after kick off, Madison Ross, 12, displays her teammates’ mums 
along the front of the bleachers with Haylii Baylis, 12.

“The officers are here to serve the team and do what’s best for them, so 
Haylii and I were just completing an act to make them feel special on 
their homecoming night. Usually the officers align the mums along the 
bleachers for decoration and the parents stop by and look at the different 
decorations and designs. We tried to keep the senior mums together for 
color matching purposes. The girls like to go down and take pictures with 
their mums in uniform during third quarter,” Ross said.

The drill team has several traditions on homecoming in addition to 
displaying their mums. 

“It is generally the only game we are allowed to wear our hair straight, 
we always perform a kick routine in honor of the alumni who danced 
to Blazing Saddles, and we celebrate homecoming week the four days 
leading up to game day,” Ross said.

flag runner
Senior JP Petrou runs the Bronco flag. The Bronco Brigade 
keeps the student section spirited and runs the L-H-S flags 
across the field after a Bronco touchdown.

“I was tired because I had not ran in awhile and the flag 
is heavier than it looks, but I’m strong. So that wasn’t an 
issue,” Petrou said.

homecoming fun
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the show
the game
the mums

STERLING GREBACK PHOTO

a new bond
The band and drill team say they need each other for a successful 
half-time show. Kyle Rodney, 12, has been in band since his freshman 
year and noticed a difference in the way band and drill team interact from 
then to now.

“We work together way more than we used to and have become one unit 
rather than two separate groups,” Rodney said. 

The drill team traditionally does a kick routine for the homecoming game 
and performs before the game. This year, their routine was to “Mickey”.

“Mickey was the easiest tune to play out of all that the drill team picked 
for us to play,” Rodney said. “It was a lot of fun and we actually got to 
chant the ‘Hey Mickey’ part.” 

CAMERON BALDOLATO PHOTO

the kick off
the pep rally

brotherhood
During the homecoming pep rally, Craig 
Nealey, 11, danced with other members 
of the football team to a dance mix 
choreographed by Haylii Baylis, 12.  “This 
picture really shows the brotherhood we 
have that will last forever,” Nealey said.

John Petrou

Stevie Burns

Homecoming

Extended caption



Using multiple choice or matching quizzes to provide information 
about people or events. 

8. Quizzes





You’re not limited to one type of copy. Tell the story in the best way 
possible. Try something different. Be creative. 

All of the above








