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TOPOF THE WORLD During an
Educational Tours trip led by history
teacher Hunter Davis, junior Briley
Court stands on a mountain in
Ireland. “Cour grougp had just climbed
up that mountain, and 1 thought Tm
the king of the world, so I might as
well do a king of the world pose.”
Briley said. “So I threw my foot up
on a rock, and 1 locked out into

the ocean as [ stood on the edge of
Ireland.”
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uring the school yvear,
our schedules filled to
the brim, so we didn’t
take the summer tor
gl‘;lllti'(l.'l‘lt:lf.ﬁ \\'||.\' we made the

most of each moment,

It's why we watched more sunsets
and caught up on episodes of
“Riverdale.” It’s why we threw
the littest Spinoft to raise money
for StuCo. It’s why we took every
opportunity to travel across the
world and spent countless hours
\\.‘ll!‘ki]':—:‘ o save |||ll||!‘.\' flll' our
futures. It’s why our teachers went
from New York to N icaragua for

(‘\'IJI'I']!'II!’!‘.‘«' llllrﬁlll(' ||I(' I’Ii_l.‘-i!-il‘()lllll.

It’s also why the maintenanee
stafl busied themselves with
renovating our courtvard,
replacing the cafeteria floor and
reconstructing our tower while the
hallwavs were empty.

\s much as we wished otherwise,
the freedoms of stmmertime
mevitably end, and we found
ourselves t'usiljl__{ back imto old
traditions like Watermelon Supper.
A new l‘X]J(‘T‘i(']}t'c' 5_{:‘1‘!‘1‘1-|| 115 011
our first day back while we stood
outside to watch the solar eclipse.

Although our lazy days ended,
and we were back m the midst
of the chaos, we continued to get
busy living.
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here are few
moments in life where a person can feel
like they on top of the world. Junior
Briley Court lives for moments like th

“Trav g 1s important because it gives
me a better view of what is going on around
me, and it’s important to know about the
rest of the world,” Briley said. *When
vou're traveling. vou're inspired to do more
things. vou make more memories, vou get
out and know people-know their culture,
enjoy their culture, live in their eulture,”

During the summer, Briley traveled to
Furope with an Educational Tours group
led by his teacher Hunter Davis. The
1':-“]]:;1]:_\' ]1r| Tour ross the ¢ nlw
for students like Briley to expand their
horizoms and learn about other cultures.

“I knew that there were other trips going
to different countries,” | v said it this
trip to Ireland was the one | wanted ro go
on more than any other because Ireland is
the one place that really got to me.”

Ireland had somewhat of & iily
connection.,

ntly, I have ﬁnuil_\' from Ireland
But after the trip, | got home
and ask » erandmother about 1t, and
she e really didn’t know. Either way,
I got my name from Irish descent, so if [ am
l'i:,:fhf, I was the first person m my f;mli]_\' to
go back to Ireland since the potato famine.”

=

cause of his opportunities to travel out
of the country, Briley has witessed many
cultures around the globe.

“The most interesting thing I have
experienced was being invited by a loeal
to his farmhouse where he had foods
Briley said. “They
made evervthing by hand, and they

authentic to Greed

slanghtered the animals at their house,
grew the grain for the bread and grew

crops. Evervthing was run at home

Briley has traveled to France, Italy, Turkey:
Mexico, Canada and throughout the United
Kingdom.

*Of all the places | have visited, Turk
is my favorite country because when 1
went there. it was peaceful and beautiful.
Now, it’s dangerous to travel there with

hing that is going on po ally

Having been to Turkey helps Briley

e what he sees about the country in
the media,

“It is really interesting to hav
such a beautiful country, when
was happy and nothing b
on.” Briley said. "Now. I s
between the two, between what [ saw in
person and what [ see on the news.”

On the trip to Ireland, Briley tra d
with other students, some of whom offered
a different view.

“It was interesting because some of the
people in the group had never b outside
of the country hefore,” fir‘il:'_\' said ince
I have been to a lot of place -ound the
world, I saw it from a unique per

Although some students met for the
first time on the trip, the bond of tra
together would last a lifetime.

“1 know it’s cliche, but on the T!‘i]l_ |
made a ton of frienc couldn’t have even
ned iri W 1 jefore we left
home, I only knew about three people, and

after we returned, [ feel like I am friends
with evervone, and we will never forget our
ir’ill T ‘ther.”

roeder & a. pa ‘,r;frn.h'a ?’.ﬂ_'r' (L.
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TRUE COLORS As calored powder
Hlies around hen senior Anna Kate
Jordan runs the cross country course
during the fifth anmual CASA Color
Boun. The event was ereated in memory
of her mother who worked for CASA,
“The Color Baan was my grandmothes’s
idea because she wanted to remember
the bright. colorful and good things
about my mom,” Anna Rate said, “Ti's.
semething that Texerkana dide't havee J

before, and it's for a great canse” O

CHAPTER

ith the yvear
underway, our first
day jitters turned
mto the stresses
of the vear. The loss of senior
Houston Hart in an antomobile
accident in June and senior
Leonard Park’s sudden death
made us realize how valuable our

time together was.

We painted “Forever #6™ n the
pit. and our rivals grieved with us.
Hallsville wore orange practice
jersevs with the number six on
the back, and Arkansas put L.P6
stickers on their helmets.

Rising before the sun, seniors
released balloons as a final tribute
to their lost elassmates. Because of
this, we knew their legacies would
continue,

During the Texas vs. Arkansas
game, we wanted to win it for
Leonard. but our attempt fell short
with a 7-point deficit. However, the
defeat didn’t keep us from getting
up ('m‘l_\‘ the next lllul‘llillg to take
the ACT.

Despite the trials and feelings of
loss, we knew we had to continue
to give it our all. We put on our
.‘lll‘]'il'{.l t’.ll]] IE“'{‘I to ]Inllnl‘ r}l().‘;('
who fell in g/ir, and we stood out
in our cowhbov boots and hats to
show our Texas pride.

We knew all we had to do is keep

on going.
FOLDS OUT
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emories grow in value as time passes, Obj
that once held little importance become the
mts 1l » happiest
s, For senior Anna Jordan, two
remaining untouched hottles of her mother’s
perfume allow her to reminisce on these
cherished moments.
An Al Woodm
March g, zo11. and Anna Kat
dan

nda Fu
]“'l ll]il(
hter, had turned 11 the month before.
up adoring her mother, as any
; uld. Anna kate fac
voung age what most people never have to
experience duri age of innocence.

“Char
o1l

g schools without my mom was
I've had to do.”

Anmna Kate oing from St. James
where [ knew evervone to Texas Middle
School where 1 didn’t have to wear a uniform
anyiore, worrving about how to do my hair,
and what outfit to wear so I would fit in was
hard without my mom.”

With a vounge ter to watch out for,
more 1‘1-.\1mnsi!|ilir_\' fell on Anna Kate.

“I had to grow up really fast, really early,

a little sister,” Anna Kate
vears with my mom and she
ur vears with her. so she doesn’t

especially havir
said. ~1
got uul_\' f
remember :III_\TlIiI ihout my mom, other
than what she s and videos.
Trving to be a role model for her and remind
her what myv mom wanted her to be like is

hard because I'm 17, and I'm not her mom.”

Anna Kate found solace kll::\\"tllg her mom
loved her job and made an impact on the
community Ily through her work
at Court Appointed Speeial Advoeate

anization of volunteers who repre
abused and tu';__fh-:‘l‘:-{i children.

“Almost her entire adult life she was doing

arkana, so it’s
sk wh

some kind of goad for all o
nice to think about when people
my parents do,” Anna Kat

mom went to work every da

she did, and that's really comforting to me.”

In an efi se funds to s

CASA and to honor her mother’s memory,
Anna Kate and her grandmother chose to
he: SK Color Fun. Beginning in 2013, the
annual e

Wt T

1t has raised over S1zo.000 to
support the or

“1 didn’t understand what she did until
[ was older and realized just how much
evervthin
kids,
that even thou
so much

nt to so many of the
llv cool to say
. she is still doing

od.

mtinues to influence Anna
sions. She plans to follow in her
s by attending the University of
\rkansas.
oth of my parents went to the University
, where they me
been something that

and that's

1e wanted me
avetteville life
so much,” Anna Kate said. “After she died,

to do just because she loved

ng to Ar
As a reminder of her mother’s memaory,
every day Anna Kate wears Michael Kors
e, the same perfume her mother

For the s
bhirthday, I'v

t couple of ve for mn
1sked for my own bottles of
1p hers,” Anna
Kate said. “It’s still the same scent, so I smell
like her. I don’t think I'll ever get rid of her
irinal bottles.”

g=]
story by p. mad
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W IT LIKERES HOT In

2sicl
s the leaves fell, our
5 D) vear set into motion.
y From homecoming
to the Halloween
scavenger hunt. we settled into the
new vear.

But as we fell into a routine,
we remembered to cherish the
surprises that came our way,
especially the vietories that gave
us a sense of accomplishment, like
the advancement of cross country
runmers Will Harrell and Owen
Likins to state.

We came tug('ﬂlt-l‘ to carry
Tevailance Hunt onto the next
round of voting so that he would

have the chance to |>|m‘ m the

Fall
Into

Place

Under Armour All-American game
m Orlando, Florda.

We celebrated the successtul
vollevball season even though it
came to a disappointing end in
the championship game against
Sulphur Springs.

Through it all. we treasured those
we loved the most and supported
them in times of hardship.
especially Mrs, Diaz and Ms. Voltz
as they fought their own battles

against cancer.

Foven when it seemed like
evervthing was falling apart, it was
actually falling into place.

024 Divider
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ometimes in the darke
moments, a small gliimme
in the least expected way. During his
mother’s funeral, freshman Jurman Williams
seventh grade
teacher and her daughter supporting him.

of hope eme

glanced back to see |

“I found myself in a whole lot of chao

Jurman said. *T was constantly wondering
“Where am 1

ing to live? Where am |

-3 Ilﬂ!\
wouldn’t work out.
“I lived with my aunt, but she started
losing her eve 1't able to
take care of me, o then |

in with my brother, but he had so
1 drugs in his life tha

ht, so she wa
Jurman said

it didn’t work

A family member contacted Jurman’s
middle s :
him, and that’s when the pie
into place.

‘hool teacher, Mar. i, about

she has a son who moved into his own
apartment, so I could have his room,”
Jurman said.

Soon., G
and he fi
:ululmwi SO,

guardiar

“That’s the bi
happene \
consider them like a real, offici
When I started living with with my adopted
mom and family, I felt very loved. They really
care for me.”

At the middle s«
First Priority, a student-led Christian

ol, Geraci sponsored

organization.

“I he
person,” Jurman said. “T had he
Him, so 1 starte ing to that club. That's
when 1 officially knew who .
experienced the love for Christ over
teacher basically brought me to Chri

d people talking about this Jesus
ard about

sus was, and I
My

After joining the Geraci family and
finding Christ, Jurman felt lik
been lifted.

a weight had

“When I was living with my mom. |
always felt like 1 had so much weight on
Jurman said. “But when [Geraci]
::Inr of the past
:li:i;ip]:r";ll"mi_

This newfound freedom made Jurman
feel like daneing, lit r:tlE_\'. He became known
arowmd campus for his dance moves.

“When I am danecing, I feel very free, like
there’s no weight on me at all
“When I'm danci untlm;a'__‘
I'm not worried about anything. It feels verv
free,

urman said.
n my head.

|)|':4|lit1- the ||eti‘i|.~ihi|n.~c in his life, Jurman
has learned from his past and the love he

s that happens in your
» through it.
God will get you through anything in your

u through a de
i vour life.”

vou have to stay posi

family, anvthit
Jurman understands that life has a way of
working out the way it should.
“What fu”i'll:;_: inte
being in a dark situation and d blessing
vou with a good situation to be in,” Jurman

||]{u'|:~ means to me 1s

another day.”
foto by

allowed me to liv

story ¢
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THANKFUL FOR THE FANS
Senior Tevailance Hunt receives his
Jjersey for the Under Armour All
American Came in Orando, Florida,
at the Camping World Stadium, on
Jan. 4. 2oa8. Tevailanee expressed his
¥ thanks to those whe participated in
the four rounds of public voting to
help him claim a spot as one of twoe
plavers to be selected on behall of

the fans.

N

'

T

Caearres §
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s the Friday night

lights came to an end,

we recolleeted every

moment as the gleams
from the annual bonfire reflected
into many tear-filled eves,

We cherished the small things
that comforted us and reassured
us. Irom spending time with
family to enjoving the countless
trachitions of our school, our
fears were assuaged by the little
moments that brought us jov.

While competing in any plavoft
game was no small feat, we
appreciated the opportunity
to take on the defending state
football champs, even though it
didn’t end as we |m}u-4|.

We ('l}jti_\'(‘(l the gl‘uﬁhllic-
displaved on our teachers’ faces
as the Culinary Arts program
provided an appreciation
luncheon, and we showed our
excitement when we rallied to get
T-Vayv to the next round of voting.

We celebrated when the band
placed first in their contest, its
best performance in many vears.

We tried not to fret about the
future because we trusted that
evervthing would end up how it
was supposed to. In the midst of
the stress i our lives, we found
ourselves thankful for the little
things.

FOLDS OUT
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ilance Hunt's
freshman vear counld have changed the
course of his life.

single moment in senior T

“1 wanted to l[lliT football for go« vl
Tevailance said. “We were in the weight
room, and [ didn’t want to lift weights, so
coach Hawkins told me if I didn’t want to lift
weights, then get out.”

Tevailance looked at his coach and said,
“I’Il it right now.”

His coaches response was simple: if he
walked out the door, not to come back. And
Tevailance walked out the door.

*Coach Mallett came to the locker room,
and he was telling me that this wasn’t a good
choice,” Tevailance said. “1 didn’t care at the
time, but three n|u_\':€ later, I came back to
T‘l‘;lli?l' I T lf' ol lh”llll ('lll!il'l'. | rl'i'('i\-f'(l ]H_\-
consequences, and I just took it from there.”

The decision to come back began
Tevailance’s journey to become a star athlete
and the opportunity to participate in the All-
American Under Anmour game in Florida. In
order to play in the game, Tevailance had to
win four rounds of fan-based voting.

and even |!t'n]1]|- outside of Texas voted to
make sure he surpassed his opponents.
“When the voting thing started, I didn’t
really think I was going to win.” Tevailance
said. “It's ama

vone would

ng to think ever
come together to help me, and I thank them
for that.”

With his family, tfriends and community
encouraging him, Tevailance’s number one
fan and supporter is the one who has been
there since the lH':E';in] l]lll:___:. his mom.

“Me and my mom’s relationship is really
like no other. We connect with each other,

ssmates, teachers, community members,

no matter what,” Tevailance said. “She alwavs
tells me-and repeats it evervday—she won't
force me to do ;|]|\'r||i]|;: [ don’t want to do.

Whatever I do, she just wants me to succeed
i it and do good. No matter what it 1s, she’ll
be with me the whole way.”

Growing up wasn't always easy for
Tevailance and his family.

“We didn’t have much to eat. We didn’t
have places to sleep sometimes,” Tevailance
said. “My mom would alwavs be sad because
she couldn’t find me anything to ear. but I'd
tell her I'd be fine.”

He credits his mom for pushing him to get
better and even has her name tattooed on
lhis arm.

“I thank myv mom for keeping me positive.
| look at the tattoo and think e sitve,”

Tevailance said. “That’s how | go r]JI'::1'Ilt:||n1lt

my day. I tell myselt evervday to find a way to
gz'r better.”

Tevaliance graduated at semester with
plans to play football ar Tex
University.

as Christian

“I just want to get up there so that I can
geta feel of the program andl get ahead of
evailance said. “1 feel got d, I've

the game,”
;1|\\';1_\':~i wanted this moment to come. and |
figured if | kept my head on straight, then

it would come and now it’s here, so [ can’t
:-h:]l what I'm l]ni]].:::‘ now. I've e it to continue
forward.”

After vears of hard work and dedication on
the high school football field, Tevailance has
come a long way in his journey.

“Never take the little things for granted.
Little things can turn into big things real

qquick;’

svailance said. “It’s been a long
8

journey, and it's not stopping anytime soon.”

story by a. paxton
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MAKE AN IMPACT As part of

her independent research project

relating to cheer, senior Katie Biggar

presents information to other . .
cliéerieaniers abaiit NEE prajéet; calin 1ig with the
which focused on the effect of cheer -

. 5 on mental health and body image. ||(|{i(|;[}' season and
H 1 I E]_{ : : the chaos it brings,

we took the time to

focus on what we could do to help
one another i our school and
community.

[rom Rosebuds treating our
teachers with snacks to choir
entertaining us with holiday
carols to the band. drll team and
cheerleaders spreading Christimas
cheer i the annual downtown
parade, we brought happiness to
others.

Glve
Me A
Break

Our most meaningful deed was
.‘-il‘('ill.'c;' the smiles on the faces of
the children as leadership students
delivered gifts to T]I[',rig{‘l‘ .~\1|g('|.~i
and hosted parties at Theron Jones
Elementary School.

While some of us focused on
aiding those around us, others
celebrated accomplishments of
their own, like senior Katherine
Stoeckl who was selected for the
All-Region band.

When semester tests ended,
we blew off steam by throwing
dodgeballs at one another in order
to raise scholarship funds during
the anmual Dust Bowl tournament.

As we counted down the davs
until the end of the vear, we were
happy to finally get a break.

Crarmem & Thoer
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s in which the image in the mirror
and the number on the scale alwavs seems to

tall short of the correct answer. Half cup of
are are o calories, P »of peanut
butter cracke 00 calomes. Grilled chicken
. Stop.
senior Katie Biggar, this equation

wasn't enough; it was never enough, so she
stopped using the equation, The less she
consumed, the clos ot to the answer,

“that was always just out of reach:
peace with her llull}'.

“I remember when [ was 13 [ would do
300 crunches a night and look at my body
ta see if it changed,” Katie said. “Once |
realized that food had a lot to do with it,

[ began to eat minimally. [ used to fast as
long as I could. I fell in love with the idea
uf]l!'rﬁ.'t'riulii.-iln. I would look at these
fimess people on Instagram, and [ was never
satisfiedd with who I w

It seemed innocent, simply a h
cleanse. However, it turned into an addictive
cyele, a self-mutilating eating disorder, which
sucked her in and left her drowning.

“It started because [ neec

d.”50 much was going on in my life that [
couldn’t control, but my body was something
I could.”

Eating a doughnut was en 1 to send
Katie over the ed

“I went onto the app My Fimess Pal, and
I plugged in evervthing [ ate, and I had
surpassed my daily calorie intake just on
doughnuts,” Kartie said. “1 started ro cry and
hyperventilate, I was holding my head aned

; ing "l can’t do this anyvmore, rocking

mid forth, hitting my head with my
palm as hard as | could because I just wanted

to feel numhb.”

At this moment, Katie and her mother
realized the state of her condition. It wa
breaking point. A moment of vulne
and release put her own life into perspective
and forced her to admit she needed help.

as like a high. An addiction.” Katie
fter you go so long, your stomach
starts to shrink. You are killing vour body.”

Katie sought help from a nutritionist,
I]ll'l‘it]:i:&t and doctor who created a meal ]Jl:.'m
specifically for her in hopes of stopping the
damage to her thinning bones and shrinking
heart.

Not only was the disorder killing her body,
but ir also caused her to disconnect frc
eral of her best friends.

“When we would out to eat it was
understood that I wouldn't eat, so eventually
they stopped asking,” Katie said. “Now that
I'm tryving to recover, it’s like [ am too late.”

Oldl 1.>l|111:l:_:|l._t||1' I'il.:-'_ 5 tllitlg that
helped her through this was her Instagram
account that she dedicated to recovery,

“Not a lot of people understand or want
to open up about it, but this community of
people on ial media has been in the
place as n said. “It makes me feel
not alone.”

Her hope of better things to come kept her
going. The thought that one day she would
finally have peace with herself.

“[ want to live like a normal person
because life is too short to count everything
and .n-]J on the ale every di " Katie said.
“Evervone is different. You have vour own
metabolism, Your own body. Your own
:ill;t].l:‘ and vou don’t need to Iy to look like
someone else,”

iSO




SWINMING SUCCESS Atihe
wonchision of the regional 3% swim

meet in Lev + Texas, senior . .

hristen Clayton receives the awand eturnng from |I 1
tior Regional Swimmer of the Meet, 2

extended Christimas

break was a strain. As we
tried to get back into the
groove, 4 Snow i|z|_\' In'ulnlm‘li us to
plav in the wintry mix,
Theater students practically
lived in the rehearsal room
while preparing for the musical

“Oklahomal!” Things got a little
fishy in culinary arts when they
learned to cook salmon and make

sushi rolls, and English students
in Mrs. Wicks™ class proved how
hungry they were for books when
they held a book tasting.

With freshman orientation and
choice sheets going out, evervone,
except the seniors, was reminded

r||t‘_\' have to do all this over alguiil.

® Science Club went back to its

roots when members went to

Westlawn Elementary multiple

thmnes to }II‘I]) build bottle rockets.
The UlL academic teams loaded

CHAPTER

buses betore dawn to travel to
}n‘zu'l'il't' meets i }n‘i'pall'utiun for

their upcoming season.

We entered second semester
fired up to start the “beginning of’
the end” off right. As many of us
got ready for competition season
and the dreaded early mornings,

we 'rhmlg[lt. here we go uguirl.

T,
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Coarmen 6

Profile

er alarm
sounds at 4:50 a.m. By 515 she’s headed out
the door for the 45 minute drive to the pool.
These early morning drives have been her
routine for the last four vears as a member of
the TigerShark swim team.

“When I was vounger, [ wasn't really
good at anvthing else, and I was lly
uncoordinated.” senior Kristen Clayton said.
“I was never interested in softball or running,
or any of that, so swim was just the one thing
that clicked with me, and I just stuck with it.”

And Kristen stuck with swim throughout
Ill'r ]Jigll .\l']HHIl career, i’Jlrlli“g a }II-'\"'“ at rlll'
state meet each vear.

“My first time at state was really exciting,

I was kind of nervous because I'd gone in
't
sure how I was going to perform at state,

both of my mdividual events, and 1 was

especially being a freshman.” Kristen said.

“But I was really close to some of the older
girls, and they made me feel better about it,

so the relays really made it fun.”

As she headed into her final season,
Kristen felt the weight of being the oldest.

“There’s a lot of pressure on you whenever
|:|'u|:|-~ look at yvou and theyre like, *OK. vou
have to go fast becanse vou're the oldest,”™
Kristen said. “You've got to [ﬁlhll vour
hardest. It’s vour last time, so vou get kind of
nervonus.”

At region, Kristen was awarded Begional
Swimmer of the Meet, an honor based on the
events she won and her times.

“It was reallv l-tt'iﬁng for me because it was
my last time.” Kristen said. °I just felr like
| had ;u'l-nml‘]i.\hr-ll _\nlnt'r]]ill:___[ »ig‘niﬁ:‘;int

whenever I got it.”

Kristen deseribed her final state meet in
\ustin as bittersweet,

“When I saw a bunch of the people either
rming up, it kind of hit

cooling down or w:
me that I was never going to do that again.”
Kristen said. *I was kind of sad whenever it
started, but as we kept going, it just kind of
seemed like a routine, and [ got used to it.”

With more people qualifying for state the
past two years, the t'ult]]u'ritinll had been
difficult.

“I was excited because we had made it to
the ﬁl!.\l]:\'-‘“ Kristen said. “It made me feel like
we T ‘.'I]I_\- .'I"i'lj!lll ||i.‘iLll"| .‘;‘)1|Il'r|li]|g IJI'I'H]L"“
last vear it didn’t go very well ar state. I really
wanted to make i]n] srovements this vear, bt
I think a lot of stuff occured over the past
few months that made it a little bit difficult.”

With the meets over, Kristen no longer felt
all the pressure,

“After we did our last swim, | was just kind
of relieved and felt like the whole weight was
off of me now.” Kristen said.

Anid wirth the end of the season. came the
end of the early bird routine. There would be
no more jumping into the pool by 6:15 a.m.

“What I hated the most about it was we
didn’t have the luxury of trying to get ready
for school,” Kristen said. “You never really
had an opportunity. It was always wet hair,
makeup done in five minutes and head out to
go eat, then come to school.”

As Kristen looked back on her time in

swim, she found herself grateful for the

8
experience,

“I love the team. and 1 enjoved the meets
and everything, but I think for the last
competition season, | was just kind of ready
for whatever happened, and it was jus
to go how it E_:ur'r-.“ Krister
kind of living for that moment.”

,\'.”H'I']' 1'{)] (/5 J;:Iﬁ.r'.f“ﬂ

going

said. I wvas just

ProFIE
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CHAPTER

s the snow melted, our

schedules looded with

meetings, ]ﬂ‘il('ri('{':"n

and rehearsals. We
spent more time at school than we
did at home. Life was busy.

The TASC plal |‘.l|il|;__,' committee’s
drive to “deepen the heart” spread
across campus. Rosebuds sold 51
carnations that we bought for one
another, and when we threw the
Valentine’s Day party at Theron
Jones, we learned that it doesn’t
take a lot to bring out a smile.

April showers came early, but
the clouds ]lzlr‘h-ll before we hit
the dance floor at Sache. When D
[-rvn MeDonald paused the musie,
we all belted out, *1 only love my

bed and my momma, 'm sorry.

Dinner Theater or Dessert
Theater became Throwback
Theater (but we still aren’t sure
what to call it), and despite the
late nights and grueling practices,
wWe caine tu,l_;'e'ﬂll'l‘ to raise t'Tlnll:__"h
money to cover future StuCo

service projects.

liven though we may not have
aced every test, won every game,
or accomplished every goal, we
decided that not evervthing had
to be perfect. When we took a
moment to pause, we realized our

time is precious and life 1s good.

FOLDS OUT
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ior Carson Phillips is
hard to ove ypically wearn

shorts and Croes, no matter the temperature

outside, he greets evervone he knows as he
; down the erowded hallw
mtrast to those who ignor
s as they pass.
Carson, who has autism, has a gift for
brichtening someone’s dav.
ery time I see him, he’s always sayin
ing me how my day is.” freshima
Mackenzie Adkins said. “When he savs hi to
me, it makes me feel special.”
Ever since childhood, Carson has shown
extraordinary talent with building things
with Legos and art,

“My favorite thing I have built out of
»s was the Old Fishing Store,” C

When it comes to drawi
favorite character to draw 1
SquarePants. Both hobbies take
considerable amount of time.

“It takes :

inations is with watchu
often Snapchats friends to remind them to
wear their watch to school.

: | see him-in the

he say » vou have
vour watch on?"” senior Sophie Lower said.
“Most of the time I don’t, so he savs he’s
reminding me to wear it tomorrow. [t's lik

little ray of hope or sunshine during the day.

You can be having a bad day. and he’s still
ing to talk to vou no matter what.

Carson, lil 1y other student at the
.‘-il'lll]t]!_ Ililﬁ } ite I'IJ &Iri'l'lirl'l'tlfri]]
desion ta it l:(':ll“x,_:l" Met

=}

“1 like to draw and build thi
said. “[A house [ built last year
£ e, I built [the ]IIZII'l.-H"_ out of dirt, wood
and plastic. I took a long time.”
MeCasland has enjoved having Carson
in class and has found him to be helpful in
some daily tasks.
son in my architectural
definitely been a learning
rence for us both.” McCasland said.
“Carson likes to build as well as draw using
AutoCAD. He is also in charge of maki
sure | get the roll ch d every
going to1 ; ¢

moves on with his |

One of his favorite school ac

attending the Sadie Hawkins dance. When
son boogied his way to the middle of

the dance eirele, other students cheered his
name and joined in on his dance.

When the song I Don’t Dance™

> came on, senior Anna Morg

Carson to dance to the slow song.

“The one danece 1 had with Carson made
my night,” Anna said. “As he spun me
£=]
ound, I conld not lll'[]l but ile, The
Fmy Sadie was when he looked
r ended and said, “This is
the best dance ever.

Carson’s attitude and love for life is a
constant reminder to his smates that
with whatever vou do or wherever you g
life can be




ith spring in full
swing, competitions
and sports
happened back to
back, so we knew there was not
time to shirk our responsibilities.
Even though the rain delaved
g ]
many games, the sky eleared for
the re per Iill;:;' of Southern Tre :]_rit'r-‘-.

We spent numerous hours
preparing for ULL competitions,
which paid oft when the social
studies team won first place. One

't Play ignited the audience with

their performance, and we were

saddened when it didn’t advance
from bi-district.

Unfortunately, jam-packed
schedules kept students from
signing up for the Miss THS
pageant, so it had to be canceled.

During spring break. we packed
our bags to travel. In Nashville,
junior Colton Capps won best
Iﬁ]‘('('tinf__;‘ at STN, earning a trip to
Russia, and publications students
went to NY G where they received
double CSPA Gold Crowns.

The loss of our favorite
substitute, Ms. Voltz, to cancer and
Mr. Littmann’s illness taught us
how much we owe to our teachers,

With the end of school in sight,
we had to push ourselves, knowing
it was all or nothing.

FOLDS QUT
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Profile

ome begin their art
as soon as they take their first steps and
rehearse throughout their entire childhood.
Others wait |uugl-1‘. ke :&n]\}lnl ore Travawwm

'|EL_\'[1|‘;‘ who oot a late start in the art of dance.

“Dance is really a central part of my life,
Travawyn said. °I started dancing at my
church, and then my mom put me into dance
classes because she saw that I really wanted
to do this full time, and I've been dancing
ever since.”

Travawyn b
but didn’t nece
traditional way.

“At the beginning of my dance care
mom was a single mother, and she didn’t
have enough money to put me in dance
school, Lt m said. “So |_i11.~it used
YouTube, and I looked up .~.m»n-hi||g videos
and T.';.Il]r"m ryvideos, | would v to copy their
maoves and tech

With the help of YouTube, Travawyn
I iced dar for two Vi on his own
until he received a schola up thro
his involvement in anothe itracurricular
organization in Shreveport, Louisiana, where
he hived at the time.

“The reason why my mom got enough
money to put me into dance school was
because a lady at the Boys and Girls Club
T'l';i“‘\' wanted me to able to dance there
and gave me a full-t scholarship to go to
any dance school in Shreveport,” Travawyn
said. “1 went to the dance school called
Power and Grace, and she paid everythir

Currently, Travawyn i
Gymmastics and Dance Center where he
competes in contemporary, musical theater
and Iyrical dance cate While he is
dancing, he s a mental break from life.

“Everything that’s on my mind is put to

the side for just a few seconds while I'm
dancing.” Travawyn said. “When ['m

comes back, but it’s at a lesser tone b

dance kind of overrides my mental thoughts.”

‘long with his passion for dance came
some ridicule from peers.
“1 remember when 1 starts
bullied a lot and wanted to quit.”
said, “But 1 ARUCITIR like ‘No, don’t :&In]l.'
I didn’t tell her that [ was
1se | didn’t wa
and [ didn’t want her to go to the sch
mse that would make me
targete
As Travawyn got older and more confident
in his abilities, h

ot into middle school, I started
that the negativity is temporary.”
ITravawyn said. °I just need to do me, use
what God g me and really showease my
dance to positive and caring people.”
He eredits the negative experience for
making him a stronger person.
“It built me to the who I am now,”
awwn said. “After evervthing, | am reallv
strong physically and mentally
s d on to continue in dance
s led |unTIp-r::’uimrh]nitil o

ensive ballet training

paid for by a scholarship.

“Ar times when [ feel defeated |1_\' pec l}th":"
waords, 1 still have to give it my all be
| want a career in dan avawyn s s
can't look at those I }!| because in the
tuture, we're probably not going to know

*h other. I need to ¢ my all now.”




ur hopes and dreans

enitral M.l

began to become

reality during these

vears. Some of us
received acceptance into our
favorite (‘u]le'gv while others kl‘]rt
exploring their options.

Fach of us added a uniqueness
to the student iml|_\'. As anew
student here, junior Andrew Davis
explored his passion for theater.

Sophomores who created the
YESS Equality Club gave us a
chance to feel comfortable with
our differences and promote
acceptance.

(111}\1)"[‘ El{ Colton Minter didn’t wait

' until adulthood to become an
entrepreneur. The sophomore
created his own business.

1 his
1S | g

I"m-s]mmn FFezeka Barnes showed
her athletic ability by participating
in four sports.

Those who weren’t born in the
US cherished their heritage while
embracing American life.

We all had separate qualities
that made us different, but we all
shared the goal to graduate.

The kids who tormed elubs, who
pursued their dreams, who weren’t
from America. who walked these
halls T|1('}"l‘(-. all the same. Tht-.\‘ are
s,

120 . Divider FOLDS OUT
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t's only one day a wed
but it’s preparing him for a lifetime. On
Thursdays when senior Davion Griffin
puts on his PT r and begins his phvsical
training, he knows tha ch step he takes
moves him toward a better life.

Davion hadn’t planned on joining the
Army Reserve until Staff Sgt. Peter Maurin
spoke to his REACH clas

“[His visit]
like the sense of duty and purpose and be

got me motivated to the idea,

a part of something bigger than vourselt,”

Davion said. “It’s backup plan just in

case 1_'1_1[]1-:‘;1_- doesn’t l‘\'&ii‘ﬂ_\' work our.”
Davion referred to his decision to enlist as
ind of an impulsive thin

“I wanted to go up to the mall and talk
about enlistir Davion said. “That’s what
started this entire thing

When Davion visited the \l‘ln_\' recruite
office in Central Mall with his mother, he was
asked to take the Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery test right then. ASVAB
50 1 s percentiles from one
to gg. Davion scored a

Despite the many benefits that came along
with the Re . Davion’s desire to join
wasn't because of them.

“It was just the aj n].‘rul of it,” Davion said.
It sounded like something that could help
me better myself. [ just want to be something
different and try something different.”

Davion hopes his service will give him a
bigger perspective of the world outside of his
hometown.

“I've been in this city my whole life,”
Davion said. "Beside mg boring, it’
rather crushing environment to |

Bv the time Davion was in middle school,
he saw fan s and peers choose the
wrong path. T when he resolved to make
a better life for himself.

“I came from the ghetto, where I currently
live still, and most people there don’t
finish high school-they drop out, they go
to ( lEnl'ii MIS, OT I‘ll!‘_\' t addicted to some
substance—but I've heen clean my entire lif
Davion said. =T’ i g £ izh school.

ing to actus

n before Davion made the « 101
to enlist, he knew the basie guidelines of
respecting adults around him, as well as

encourag himself along the way.

“Respect vour parents, they are trying their
hardest.” Dayvion said. “If theyvre not pushing
you to try h if that doesn’t work, do 1t
for vourself. If vou have to motivate vourself,
do i.”

Behind every decision Davion has made
regarding his future, his mother has been
there to support him.

“\|_\' mom tries her rdest to }rl"n\'iliv fi
us, and I find that really inspiring.” Davion
said. “She wants better for herself and me
and my siblings, and I want better for myself
and better for her for pre widi for us so well
tl ll‘ull.glun!lr the vears, even thr u:gi:uur the
hardships.”

Davion thinks his ambifion and desire to

suceess is refle e of the student body.

Texas High T s push the limits, the
vond what they 4 ed to do.” Davion

id. "I'm doin : 1t now, and I think

that represents us.”

by a. paxton
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nside the school hallways,
we made a difference each
day, but we knew we could
reach out to our community

as well.

We collected items such as
makeup, nail polish and purses
to donate to the Battered
Women's Shelter, gathered socks
to distribute to the homeless
and made dog toys to give to the
animal shelter,

We supported elementary schools
across Texarkana by raising money
to provide less fortunate students
with Christimas gifts and traveled
to classrooms to read students
books on Dr. Seuss Day.

Alarm elocks startled us awake
on weekends so that we could
participate in Race for the Cure,
Dash 4 Cash, CASA Color Run
and Run the Line.

After a lo g <|{l‘\' filled with tests
and after school practices, we
drove to Williams Memorial to
cook and serve our community a
warm meal on Monday nights at
Community Cafe.

We volunteered outside the
school boundaries to show we
cared for our community.

We wanted to show that there’s

more to us beyond these halls.

FOLDS OUT
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they o
For I]'mli' wr Gabriella Kt'l]!'_\'- Nevels, esci lTring
her brother. Kimonte Anderson. to the \i;_;in
to Shine prom is something she’s likely to
116 fi rget.
it to Shine, sponsored by the Tim

Tebow Foundation, gave special needs
students a prom night experience, When
REACH teacher Jenmy Walker told her class
about it, Gabriella knew she wanted to take
Kimonte, who has cerebral palsy.

“We had a community service project
that we were suj |]m§mi to be doing, so |
was wondering if I could just throw a prom
for the special needs people who are in his
classroom.” Gabriella said. “But then she told
me that Tim Tebow was throwing this thing
and I wanted to participate in it.”

briella knew it wa im]un‘t:mt for

Kimonte to have an experience like this
outside of the school environment.

“He ds the experience just like we
perience prom as seniors, but vou know,
special needs kids dont v g 1 attend

the prom at our school. 1la said.
“With this being specifically designed for
them, it's Tt'.t”}' conl.”

briella couldn’ think of a better escort
than herse

> to
ud. 1
n through. and I know
to really enjov it a lot.”

abriella has continued to by his side

through family difficulties and challer

both of our parents are «

of made me look at Tltiii: 5 mm]l_\- difi
when I had to help her [with him]
said. "It was ditferent, but I was up
because 1 love him so much.”

Gabriella knew that escorting Kimonte
would be a pe sitive experience for her as
well.

“When AL ni're around him. vou can’t even
be in a bad mood because no matter what
he has | 3

wabriella said. “So when I'm around him,
he always makes me happy, and he makes
me view things totally different. Things that
I basically take for granted make me realize
that I'm really lucky, and I should be gratetul
for everything

Though he may be looked upon as
different. Gabriella and her f; Tnil_\' view
Kimonte as any !:I'i“ll:_ll'_\' individual.

“Ther
because he

I!l‘l'l
be s
society views as normal because he isin a
wheelchair, he can’t talk ¢ > can't feed
himself, but he’s normal to me,” Gabriella

id. “He still breathes, he still bleeds, and he
still has feelings.

While helping with her brother, Gabri
has learned a lot ;

“lItn really but it also
helped me grow as a pe Gabriella said.
“You know vou shouldn’t judge people on
just their appearance be normal to
us. He st in a wheelchair and can’t speak,
but his smile speaks for itselt.”

NLrton
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