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Ally Tauber
McKinney High School



https://vimeo.com/388038376
https://vimeo.com/388038376

Broadcast Talent



.

= - ~) =
: , oy

EBE o

» 4 ‘i i

Grant Johnson
Prosper High School



https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=j1ed0OlOnBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=j1ed0OlOnBo
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1 2 in-depth

Growing demand strains foster care while support systems
strive to give children a place tofitin

BY MOLLY KYLES AND ANNA GRACE JONES
editors-in-chie

Tt starts with a child. Somewhere, some place,
hild has to be removed from their family, like
puzzle piece pulled away from the whole. They are

ent to.a new home with the hope of security

love, but the pieces don't quite match up. They

jinth thovsandsof the onely puzze pecs

sceking the perfect fi that "

But cven when cycl

Kind and frgiving anms can show a child they

deserve love and a future
. foster parents to case

workers to therapists to nonprofits,to give

displaced children a reliable support system, a

even then, the results are often far from perfect.

re in the public foster care system in
onstant state of cha
the system can offer children a place
them they are the missing picce to the puzzle
hild is different, so every child nee
something different,” therapeutic foster care
therapist Maya Mason said. “Nothing in foster
care is black and white. [ There are] multiple levels
and multiple people trying to work together
right Therc o of popl chat ar
nake this system better and make this
e work, and no one person can do that”
Seperate from regular foster care is the division
therapeutic foster care, or TFC. Therapists like
Mason provide children with emotional support

“It kinda catches [other

people] off guard t

that T'm adopred. I've kind

of always known. I gathered

it because I'm brown and my

parents are white. All around

my house they had pictures

of us as little kids dressed up

in the traditional Victnamese

clothes. They kinda kept the

culture and T kinda put picces

together. I'm so glad I got

adopted. T was always the.

first one to be like Y

adopted.’ Because I always ~ Joseph Asher
thought that was cool, comin

from another country and then coming here.”

and healing
“All of our

reasons: abuse, medical neglect, nurrmwn\] neglect,

e they arent
tre

brought in,” Mason said. “At that poin

if they begin to have behavioral issues o severe

emotional issues that can't be deal with in 2
gular outpatient theray .

 Social Workers like Mason work with
program directors, case managers and highly
trained foster parents,
“The foster parcns are trained annwllyand
they do lot of front e

ra support
nd better trained staff
to handle those kids with severe behavioral and
tional isst
As a result of all the: picces,the puzzle
is not perfct. The strain of a continuous fow
of children into the cycle results in many foster
g up on the system entirely

“My sister s also adopted,
s0we were able to talk over

different. [My church]

to SIFAT (Servants in Faith
ology), and it'slike 2

Third World Sy simulator

for two days, 0 you goin and

cighth grade, and I visited an orpha

it's not America.”

whelming reality is complemented by the 30-
60% of 200,000 licensed foster homes that ced
their position each year.

“It's a very overworked and underpaid
occupation, Mason wid.Thereon
people who dont al
turnover. Turno y
the kids have not only have changed homes and
lost their families, but now they'

and underpad, hat's st kind of one of the thing
that happens.

The workload, when looked at from afar, seems
to be a big picture issue that requires big picture
solutions. As a result the state creates laws to apply
to its entirety, but they fail to acknowledge the
individuals behind it

“General laws and rules that are for the entire

ystem that aren' lookin ild individually
e prblen Mk
o putlaw

at mdn m all, and it
ki

With only the big picture in mind, the
individual pieces of the puzzle are overlooked,
therapists like Mason feel children can be pushed
into spaces and homes in which they do not fit

See PUZZLE on page 14

“I grew up being abused by
my uncle for four years, and |
knew nothing about my parents.
Thad to go through that abuse
1o stand where I am

Adoption sealed the security

of what I nceded when I was
growing up because the adults
in my lfe were so irresponsible.
Tas gven  new nam,place 0
stay and a family, and this meant
e e
my parents made an important
decision not to hide this story.
‘They wanted me to remember

where Iwas. Is  that am m adoped, and,altough
crazy because even though their cconomy has advanced, 1 wasnitborn [with my e T adopie
mom] always used to say that T was born in her heart

tigertimesonline.com = Jan. 9, 202 13

How you can help

Becoming a foster home isn’t right for every family, but
that doesn’t mean there aren’t other ways to help

For the Sake of One asks volunteers to commit
1o pray for, Send messages to, and take goodies
to a case worker in Arkansas or Texas in order to
encourage them. Volunteers are required to spend
about 3 hours a month and make at least a y

long commitment to being an encol

1 Encourage a Case Worker

Donate money or supplies

dalytothe

A and For the Sake of

o ebsit
asatexarkana.org and ortesake clone.com

3 Parems nght Out

rents, For the
onth

»
foading them. cleaning the room afterthem and’
tre: with respect

Work the Blessing Boutique
Voluneerscan st cloning donatons and

m and avery Frcy Qmm

9am-1 pm. Every -4 month, the B

Boutaue s o

Saturday to all

nas
iies scifonal shopping tine,

seve

“My husband and I tried for
hav

s to have a

aly , an
we were not able to. e thought

aboutall the diffeent opions

ents,
=i evernhmg Our

choice was to adopt. We've
always been u)mplelrl\' 100%
honest with [our son about
option]. [IF had any advice
for adopive parents, it woul
be to] take each moment and.
write down things that you're
thinking

and things that you're

feeling. There's a lot of stuff thar Megan Martin

happened in the craziness that
our life was in those firs eight weeks or so that I didrit
write down, and 1 wish 1 would have.”

Anna Grace Jones, Molly Kyles

Texas High School
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District must explain details of school changes plan clearly

Austin is known far and wide for if
nall by nd en
live music scen

nesses, mppk re
why we all love Au:

original x:«ldsnu at 1
advantaged, pra lmmmnr]y
to the more affluent p.u

white

from minority ethnic grou
migration further enforces
egr gati, n in Austin at the

urban areas. Thi

H]spanl
is due to the City of Austin Plan of 192
deliberately segregated the Austin population by
pushing black famili
Segregation in
ation in Austin

housing leads to
The kids who are
in east Austin have historically
quality education than kids who
Austin due to the
n familie:

zoned to schoc
received a low
are zoned to school:

economic imbalance betu

t Austin while the
forced to fend for thems
the cycle of poorer kid
don't receive the educ:

In an attempt to remedy the cycle that has
long, AISD has launched a

aying poor becaus
tion they need.

‘These school changes will include a variet
of updat equitable
programming and learning environments that

s the district to be
career and life,” reads the
initiative announcement on the AISD website.

This AISD initiative is well-meaning, but

to accommodate m

will support studen

zshield

AISD unity act has opposite effect

Cartoon by Bella Russ \\

ively to this
difficult to launch such

it has not been executed eff
point. Granted, it
a huge initiative that will ameliorate the
entrenched problems that have plagued our
eneratior
cplanation from the
of this mmmve,
r as if the di

city and our district fo
The la

howpveu ma

lacks empathy. Some member
were not even aware until recently that their

eighborhood scho

community

closing. Since the
initial shock, the board has realized that their
st attempts at unveiling the plan were lacking.
KUT reported that ommunity
meeting at Webb Elementary School on Sept.
25, rict leades
to the community membe
learn about the School Changes plan.
e did not do a good jo

a campus

onveyed that exact message
who had come to

of communicating

to the communities” AISD Operations
bb parents when
they shared that th about the

proposed school closures from local new
orry for the hurt we

found out
reports.

trying to le
currently
about public relations than it

n about the plm The information
lable on the AISD web
bout conveying

pful information about important topics

s more

rict. The online description
rstand, even for a student

ucation in AISD.

People want to know what exactly th will
look like for themselves and for their schools, but
the information provided to the general public is

: East Austin bears brunt of closures

very vague.
One part of the plan that is not vag
plan to shut down 12 schoolk
students over a s
schools includes 10 elementa
middle schools, seven of
side of I-35 and three of
By closing
not setting up
se neighborhoods for success

those children’s
equitable

belie

weak start in life will impede

and we

are in the northwest ar

of this , many parents at the schools

that are deriding the new plan “racist.” On the

other hand,

schools a

be sent to lower-performing schools under the

of these parents
their concerns at the first meeting about

chool Changes at Bedichek Middle Sch

These comments ha ceivel u h

situati

forming
concerned that their students will

rezoning of the district. Man

from “under

g An east
y group called PRIDE of the
me show called “Wh

ist?” prior to an AISD board meeting

side held a
an anti-

we judge a school to be failing or not it
quite flawed given the inherent inequities based in

hool d ng, teacher

e and turnover, etc,” Emily Saw
Martin Middle School parent, told the Stat
If all of these parts of the system put your black
and brown and socioeconomically di:

er, a
man.

dvantaged
kids at a disadvantage, then there
em, not the kid:

s something
wrong with the

Samantha Powers
McCallum High School
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Moo-ving forward

The Paul family starts their farm in the middle of the city

Andrea Plascencia, Staff Writer | December 3, 2019
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[T) Gallery | 13 Photos

Andrea Plascencia
ewisville High School
Story istory 2fstory shstory afstory 5



https://www.farhar.net/campus-life/2019/12/03/moo-ving-forward/
https://www.farhar.net/campus-life/2019/10/30/figuring-it-out/
https://www.farhar.net/campus-life/2019/10/16/finding-her-tempo/
https://www.farhar.net/opinions/2019/09/18/column-coming-home-at-last/
https://www.farhar.net/opinions/2020/01/23/column-starving-for-hope/
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Shop with a Cop and Firefighter

Police, fire department host annual shopping event
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Police officer Alan Bailey shops with a child during the annual Shop with a Cop and Firefighter event Dec. 3 at Target

Asaad Malik
Texas High School



https://www.tigertimesonline.com/news/2019/12/shop-with-a-cop-and-firefighter-2/
https://www.tigertimesonline.com/news/2019/12/shop-with-a-cop-and-firefighter-2/
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Junior Dakota Newfield holds a football and poses for a photo. He
first developed an interest in football during sixth grade. “When I
found out that my dad played I really started to develop an interest,
especially when I started watching the NFL.” Newfield said.

4

Alegacy fulfilled

Arisha Hirji, Reporter
November 18, 2019

H e stood watching his three siblings as tears streamed down their faces. Feeling helpless, his emotions

swirled and made his stomach churn. All he wanted was to understand why everyone was crying. All he
wanted to do was see his dad.

Junior Dakota Neufield was six when his dad suddenly passed away from stomach cancer. Despite having to grow
up without his father, he keeps his dad — an all-district high school football player who received an offer to play at
the University of Tulsa — in mind, and he hopes to pursue the goals that his dad accomplished with football.
Dakota has been playing football since the spring semester of his sophomore year.

Arisha Hirji
Hebron High School



https://www.hebronhawkeye.com/feature/2019/11/18/a-legacy-fulfilled/
https://www.hebronhawkeye.com/feature/2019/11/18/a-legacy-fulfilled/
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Cut short

Yasmin Hag, Editor-In-Chief | December 11, 2019

2] f [w]=]8)
My hair shuffles off in chunks as the scissors slide through 1Y

it with utmost precision for what feels like hours. The
barber finally turns my chair around. I fumble for my
glasses and peer into the mirror. I purse my lips together,
holding back a grin from consuming my face. I feel free —
all that hair weighing me down is gone. Staring back at me
is someone new. Someone happy. As I shrug off the
remaining strands of hair from my neck and shoulders, I
lock eyes with my mother standing in the doorway of
Supercuts. My excitement is extinguished by an impending
sense of dread as I see the fire in her eyes and the scream
about to leave her lips.

photo illustration by Yasmin Haq

The car door closes, and my mother’s fury is unleashed. What was I trying to do? Become a boy?
According to her, I have resisted her when it came to appearances my entire life . I try to purposefully
look bad just to make her upset. How could I have done this? Did I even see myself? My eyes fill with
tears.

Yasmin Haqg
Hebron High School



https://www.hebronhawkeye.com/opinion/2019/12/11/cut-short/
https://www.hebronhawkeye.com/opinion/2019/12/11/cut-short/
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Duncanville High School



https://duncanvillestudentmedia.org/29796/quick-news/duncanville-boys-basketball-wins-4th-state-championship-game-since-2007/
https://duncanvillestudentmedia.org/29796/quick-news/duncanville-boys-basketball-wins-4th-state-championship-game-since-2007/
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Ryland Mallett, Brinley Koenig
Legacy High School



https://therideronline.com/%3Ffull-site
https://therideronline.com/%3Ffull-site

